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Like and follow us 

for regular updates 

Facebook—Isabella 

Plains Early Childhood School 

Webpage- 

www.ipecs.act.edu.au 

Principal,  

Simon Parker  A/g.   

Deputy Principal,   

Katie Brown.   

Business Manager,  

Trish Coughlan.  

Board Chair,  

Ewan Stewart.    

GEMS President,  

Michelle Ayers 

IPECS PRIDE 

Play 

Resilience 

Integrity 

Diversity 

Effort 

Mission Statement 

To engage and equip 

children as lifelong learn-

ers and empower families 

as  

partners in education and 

care. 

Here is the land, and here is 

the sky; 

You are my friends, and here 

am I. 

Thank you to the Ngunnawal 

people for looking after the 

land on which we play. 

Save the Date 

Dec 6—Art show, auction 

and mini fete 5.30-7pm 

Notes due back 

Fri Nov 23—Pre order forms 

and money for sausage sizzle 

and VIP tickets 

IPECS  

INFORMER 

From our Principal 
 
Dear Families and Children, 
 
A couple of Thursdays ago, the ACT 
Education Directorate held the ACT Public 
Education Awards.  As I mentioned in our 
last Informer, there were two nominations 
from Isabella Plains Early Childhood 
School.  Jana was nominated for the Early Childhood Teacher of the Year award and 
Andrew Kingston and Kids Hope program were nominated for Outstanding 
Partnership of the Year .  I’m thrilled to announce that Jana was a finalist in her 
category and Andrew and Kids Hope won their award category. The Kids Hope 
program is an outstanding example of how schools and community organisations 
can partner together to achieve outstanding results for our children. 
Congratulations to Jana, Andrew and Kids Hope. 
 
Our Walkathon in week 4 was a huge success.  So far, we have raised just over 
$2000. These funds will go directly towards the upgrades of the outdoor 
environment.  It was great to see children enjoying the Walkathon and challenging 
themselves to achieve their personal best. Thank you to Mel Chadwick for 
organising this event and a special thank you to the parents who came along to 
support the children as well as spray water at the Principal!   
 
Shortly, we will begin a community consultation process to decide the next stage of 
the Masterplan.   Once the area to improve has been decided on, we will engage 
with landscapers to begin quoting the new works.  It is hoped that this work will 
commence early in term 1. During the holidays, the inside of the library as well as 
the exterior of the school will receive a fresh coat of paint.  You will have noticed 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBypr6g87KAhUmnqYKHaYACp4QjRwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebookbrand.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHUUVJ4wKmNHEkH8nXqoaXirBWqTA&ust=1454122869903074
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that the construction of the school fence is also well underway. 
 
With less than 5 weeks of school to go before the holiday period, our transition programs are in full 
swing.   Transition activities are important in helping children to become familiar with the new places, spaces 
and faces and assist with a smooth beginning to the new school year.  Our preschool children have enjoyed 
visiting the kindergarten learning areas to become more familiar with this space ready to begin kindergarten in 
2019. Our year 2 children have also enjoyed transition days to their 2019 schools including Theodore, Gilmore, 
Wanniassa, Monash and Bonython.  I would like to thank Katie Brown for organising these important 
transitions activities as well as our local schools for welcoming our children to their new schools. 
 
The year 2 Buoyed Up program began in week 5.  The children in year 2 very much look forward to each 
Thursday.  The purpose of this program is to provide children opportunities to develop their team work and 
resilience skills.  When I asked children what they thought of the program so far, here is what they said: 
 
Alana - “It was fun when the boat capsized and we all got wet.  Lucky we had a life jacket on.” 
 
Evie - “I like learning about sailing.  For example, the right way to get into the boat..” 
 
Harry - “Buoyed up is fun because the water is deep.  The life jackets keep us safe somehow.” 
 
Shortly, we will begin the process of allocating children to learning groups (classes) for 2019.  A note was sent 
home a couple of weeks ago requesting families to provide information to assist with learning group 
placements. We would appreciate if each child could return the completed form.  If you have misplaced the 
note or you did not receive one, please call into the front office and we can provide you with a copy. 
 
Be sure to read the information about the GEMS P&C in this newsletter. 
 
We are still awaiting an announcement of the new IPECS principal.  As soon as we hear we will announce to the 
community. 
 
Take care, 
 
Simon 

WK 7 Mon 26/11 Tue 27/11 

Transition visit ALL DAY– 

Gilmore, Theodore & 

Wanniassa 

Wed 28/11 

Transition visit ALL DAY– 

Monash & Bonython 

Thurs 29/11 

Buoyed Up—yr 2 only 

Fri 30/11 

WK 8 Mon 3/12 Tue 4/12 

Volunteer afternoon tea 

Preschool & kindy info 

session 9.15 & 5.30 

Wed 5/11 Thurs 6/11 

ART SHOW, AUCTION  & 

MINI FETE 5.30-7pm 

Fri 7/11 

WK 9 Mon  10/11 Tue 11/11 Wed 12/11 

Reports sent home 

Thurs 13/11 Fri 14/12 

Yr 2  Farewell 

Gathering 9.15 
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Dear Families, 

As we move towards the end of the year, Communities@Work Isabella Plains is excited and looking forward to 
celebrating the Art Show with you all. This is going to be a great opportunity to show off the children's creative 
skills, and the beautiful artworks which they have created within their classroom teams. We would love to see 
you all there! 

As we move into the summer months it's important to remember sun safety, and we will be enjoying some fun 
learning experiences which will support the children's understanding of how to play safely in the sun, and 
understand the importance of doing the Outside Five! (Slip, Slop, Slap, Shade, and Slide!)  

It's also time to book into our School Holiday Program.  We are looking forward to 
enjoying some fun and exciting experiences with the School Holiday team, including 
some great movies, incursions, and theme days. It's going to be a wonderful summer, 
perfect to relax and enjoy some time with friends... and make new ones! 

We are excited to be hosting a Christmas drive here at IPECS this year for 
Communities@Work.  Your support can help make a signigicant difference to someone 
in our community who might otherwise go without.  Please consider donating a new, 
unwrapped gift for an adult or child, or non-perishable festive foods.  Ideas for gifts 
include: sports equipment, movie vouchers, art and craft supplies, playdough, dolls, soft 
toys and blocks.  Ideas for food include: tinned fruit and vegetables, tinned ham/turkey, 
long life milk and custard, shortbread, crackers, confectionery and bon-bons. 

Donated items can be left in the foyer of the school or the child care from now until 
December 7.  Please note that we are unable to accept any items that may contain traces of nuts. 

Emma Jayne 

Indigenous Scholarships Available 

Would you like your children to learn how to run, jump and throw in a 

fun and safe environment? Thanks to the support of the ACT 

Government Little Athletics ACT, have a number of Indigenous 

scholarships available for the 2018/2019 season.  

The mission of Little Athletics is to 

develop children of all abilities by promoting positive attitudes and a 

healthy lifestyle through family and community involvement in athletic 

activities. Our centres provide opportunities for children aged between 

five and sixteen to make friends outside of school in a positive 

environment. Parents and carers can make new friends at Little A’s too. 

Volunteering to help rake the long jump pit or time-keep running events 

is a great ice-breaker that can help create long lasting friendships for you 

and your family. 

Scholarships are available for those who live in the ACT, Braidwood, 
Cooma, Queanbeyan, Murrumbateman and Yass. For further details 
please contact Malcolm Lavender on (02) 6247 1296- Option 3 or 
development@actlaa.org.au.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtyobX4L3bAhXBjLwKHSDpAqYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.see-change.org.au%2Fabout-us%2Fpartners%2F&psig=AOvVaw2j_MYGlIR4ZGaI5oP-_j02&ust=1528330424494765
mailto:development@actlaa.org.au
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From Year 1/2  
 
Emeralds, Quartz and Garnets are exploring light, sound and 
movement through their Inquiry unit. The year 2s are enjoying the 
transition visits to their new schools and Buoyed up on Thursdays. 
Families of Year 2 students should have received an invitation to the 
Graduation Whole School Gathering which will be on Friday 14 
December at 9:15am. We are looking forward to showcasing our art 
works at the End of Year celebration and mini fete on Thursday 6 
December 2018. 
 
Kathryn, Nira, Libby, Amanda & Birgit. 



 5 

My favourite slime- cornflour and shaving cream.  

This toddler spent ages posting balls down the ball shoot. 

Going fishing with mum. What fun! 

Sometimes it’s good to sit by yourself and play. 

Second water area was also popular with the children and adults- 

25’ and sunny!!! 

Second Hand Uniform Shop  
The second hand uniform shop is open on Wednesdays from 9 - 9.30am during 
school term. It is located in the small meeting room opposite reception at the front 
office. Please feel free to drop by and see what is available.  
Dresses are $10, jumpers are $5 and T-shirts, polo shirts and long sleeve T-shirts 
are all $2. We also have a selection of black shorts, skirts and pants for $2 each.  
Donations of good condition used uniforms are always appreciated. If you are 
leaving IPECS at the end of this year or your child has just outgrown their current 
uniform please consider donating your uniform to the second hand uniform shop. 
Donations can be left with reception anytime.  
To access the second hand uniform shop outside the opening hours, please see 
reception.  

Backyard Rangers Fun 

A quiet morning, we chased one chook back to 

the enclosure, which is always a good laugh. See 

you all next week. 
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Not Too Many More Sleeps 
Before THE END OF YEAR 

FETE & ART SHOW! 

  
Coming up on Thursday, December 6th

! 
We hope to you see you there from 5:30-7pm! 
 
Check out the dedicated Fete Information Section on 
the next page for more information on raffle tickets, 
prizes and what stalls will be available at the fete. 
  
VIP Tickets 
To help Fete Night run even more smoothly, VIP Tickets 
are available to be pre-purchased again this year. 
  
Each VIP Ticket is still only $5 and enables our little VIPs 
to move around the fete and collect their own: 
  

Sausage sandwich 
Drink 
Ice Block 
Have a go at Splash the Teacher 
A turn at the Side Show Alley 
Lucky dip 

  
Order forms for these (and other food pre-orders) were 
sent home last week – they are due back on 23rd 
November 

  
Keep an eye out on the night for the VIP Pick up point 
signs. 
  

Please check out the GEMS Insights Page in 
this newsletter too! 

  
We would love to have more families actively involved 
in the GEMS P&C. Read more about what the board 
does and how we get involved. Many of our families 
transition to new schools after year 2 so we need to 
keep the ball rolling – everyone’s welcome! 
  

Talk Back Tuesday is still on – Have your say!!! 
 

GEMS News 
What’s been happening… 
  
Kindness Day Food Drive 

 
We had a successful launch of the IPECS and Communities@Work 
food drive on Tuesday 13 November. Thank you to all the families 
who supported the drive, encouraged the children to bring a donation 
to give to the Foodbank. They will certainly be much appreciated over 
the holidays! Thank you to the teachers and parents who have made 
getting things together so efficiently. 
  

Isabella Grands Thank You Morning Tea 

 

 
On Friday the GEMS hosted a thank you morning tea for the Isabella 
Gardens Craft group. The ladies in the group donate handmade items 
to our fundraisers, such as key rings, doilies and scarves. The 
relationship with the school is invaluable. Thank you for your ongoing 
support Grands!! 
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Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 

  
Prize pool include fantastic experiences: 

  
Family Dinner and Movies 
$75 Food Voucher from Vikings and 4 limelight movie tick-

ets 
  
Family Home Movie Night 
DVD, Pizza from Calwell Dominoes, Popcorn Maker 
  
Date Night Experience 
$75 food voucher from Vikings Clubs and 2 Limelight movie 

tickets 
  
Canberra Academy of Dramatic Arts Lessons 

Drama Classes for 1 term  http://www.cada.net.au/ 

  
Succulent Christmas Tree (McIntyre Family) 
Raiders Club Prize Packs 
And more!!!!! 
  
  

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 

Wet the teachers & Choc 
Lob 

Rubies Class (contact Shelly) 

 
Book Sale 

Corals (contact Philippa) 

 
Toy Sale 

Jaspers & Garnets (Liz) 

 
Icy poles 

Ambers (contact Katrina) 

 

Cake Stall 
Jets (contact Amy) 

 
Face Painting by Leena 

 
Side Show Alley 

Emeralds (contact Frances) 

 
Lucky Dip & Plants 

Amethysts (contact Melissa) 

 
AND our awesome teachers 
will be BBQ Cooking for us! 

http://www.cada.net.au/
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What it means to be a part of the 

GEMS P&C? 
  
We are part of a community committee, we all contribute at 
the meetings, do our main administrative duties and this 
year have run a few passion projects aka side hustles that we 
championed – sometimes singlehandedly, but most of the 
time with an amazing crew of volunteers. 
  
We’re putting this here so you might consider taking part 
next year! A lot of us are moving on, it would be great to 
keep the good work up! 
  
President – Michelle Ayers 

Official face of the GEMS P&C 
Chairs the meetings, 
Parent – school liaison specialist, 

2018 side hustle: Teachers’ Day Afternoon Tea, Fete and 
Artshow director and raffle prizes, Awesome Ideas Guru & 
Respected Boss Lady 
  
Vice President – Frances Stanton 

President back-up 
Drafts newsletters 
General coordinator, calendar monitor 

2018 side hustle: Mango Fundraiser, Sausages, Icy Pole & 
Principal Present Buyer, Talkback Tuesday, Kindness Day 
Food Drive 
  
Treasurer – Elizabeth Lindbeck 

Ensuring approvals on expenses, 
Manage the money coming going in and out, 
Trips to the bank and joint approvals on netbanking with 
the president 
Organises annual account audits 

2018 side hustle: Mothers Day and Fathers Day Stalls, 
Science Show, Isabella Grands Morning Tea, Canva Poster 
Designer Extraordinaire 
  
Secretary – Courtney Bryant 

Checks our mailboxes (physical and email inbox) 
allocates them for action; 
Calls for agenda items, takes minutes at the meeting 
Keeps our correspondence (& electronic files) in order 

2018 side hustle: Book week extra special guest author 
Stephanie Owen, Master creator of to-die-for caramel slice 
  
Representatives and Returning Officers – Katrina McKenzie, 
Caroline Loffler, Ronnie Pearce, Phillipa McIntyre 

Attends P&C Council meetings in the GEMS’ behalf and 
reports back news and issues affecting the P&Cs across 
the state. 

2018 side hustle: Purchasing the funky outdoor pillows, 
Fundraising plates, bravery award for chopping 10kgs of 
onion for our Bunnings BBQ, creating amazing succulent 
sculptures 
  

GEMS Insights 
  
Being asked to do the role of president of the P&C sounded 
daunting. I was happy to be the ‘drop off and pick up mum’ and 
never be involved in school. Not because I am lazy but because I 
have social anxiety. 
  
Turns out that the President’s role is actually very simple. You are 
the face of the P&C, you work with a wonderful executive team, 
your committee of Vice Pres, Treasurer and Secretary, as well as an 
amazing support team of Committee members and event 
volunteers! 
  
Personally, I have found it a wonderful experience. Lots of those 
things you see happen at the school, the events, the plain clothes 
days, the Science Show etc are all done as a team. I’m giving a few 
hours each term towards supporting school community and 
children’s school experience and in return I get to know the ins and 
outs and goings on at the school, help to support growth and 
decisions in the school and my daughter enjoys having mum and 
dad being involved and we end up with some amazing results. 
  
It’s not about the fundraising. We have been active these last two 
years due to the goal of helping with the improvement of the 
school grounds, but it’s not a necessity for a great P&C. It’s about 
the community. Aiming to make coherence between parents and 
the school seamless, and supporting our parental community as 
well as the children.                                                                                ~ 
Michelle 
  
I like being involved with the GEMS because it makes me feel like 
part of the school community and I get to put my creative baking 
and laminating skills to good use too. It gives the kids an example of 
what it means to contribute & be a part of something bigger.  They 
love it when they see me there. An hour here and there makes a 
difference and goes a long way!                                                ~ Frances 

  
I’ve been the Treasurer for the past two years. The duties of the 
‘Treasurer’ are quite straight forward with a maximum time 
allocation of 30mins each month, as the GEMS accounts are simple. 
Being a part of the GEMS was not about the role as such, it was 
more about being involved with the school community, getting an 
insight into the school leaders and what they plan for the school, 
having a voice and being heard about issues (or likes) with the 
school and after school care. 
  
 Through contributing to and running GEMS events I have been able 
to see the joy in children faces when they pick presents for their 
parents at the Mother/Father’s day stalls and I’ve seen excitement 
over milo or ice blocks days. My children love that I’m involved in 
events and they see me during school time. 
  
 I’ve really enjoyed my time in the GEMS and have made some 
wonderful friends.                                                                                  ~Liz 

  
I like being involved as I get help with some great people and my 
daughter is really happy and proud to see me at the events. I also 
enjoy being able to hear about what is happening in the school, I 
never miss a plain clothes day cause I heard about it six months 
earlier.                                                                                                     ~ Kat 

  

HEADS UP: 
  

Next GEMS meeting! 
Wed, 7pm,  28 November 

at the Family Room 
  

  

COMING UP: 
  

  
  
Mini Fete and Art Show 
December 6th (Thurs) 
  

KEEP UP TO DATE & 
IN TOUCH WITH GEMS! 

Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/ IPECS.GEMS/ 

Gmail Address ipecs.gems@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/%20IPECS.GEMS/
mailto:ipecs.gems@gmail.com
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Portrait photographer - specialising in baby photography, child photography, natural lighting family photog-

raphy, in Canberra 

www.bellecanberra.com                        www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra 

IPECS Families Business Directory 
If you would like to advertise your business, send your the details to 

trish.coughlan@ed.act.edu.au 

Kelly Dawe 

Rodan + Fields - Independent Consultant  

0402 264 851 

kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au 

https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/  

https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/  

http://www.bellecanberra.com
http://www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra
mailto:kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au
https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/
https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/
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