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Like and follow us for 

regular updates 

Facebook—Isabella 

Plains Early 

Childhood School 

Webpage- 

www.ipecs.act.edu.au 

Mission Statement 

To engage and equip 

children as lifelong 

learners and empower 

families as  

partners in education 

and care. 

Here is the land, and here is 

the sky; 

You are my friends, and here 

am I. 

Thank you to the Ngunnawal 

people for looking after the 

land in which we play on. 

Notes sent home 

ECA photo permission 

Preschool Explorers Excursion 

Notes due back 

ECA photo permission 

Preschool Explorers Excursion 

Mother’s Day stall money & 

gift 

IPECS  

INFORMER 

Dear Families,  

It was so wonderful seeing the children running back in to school on Monday, greeting their friends 

and playing with the equipment set up in the outdoor learning environment before the school day 

began.  We have been regaled with many stories of beach trips, family visits, camping, movies, 

nature walks and rides and many the playdate. I hope that everyone is feeling a little recharged 

after what is always a super busy term.  

Our preschool families will have noted that there were some major works completed to the indoor 

learning area over the school holiday period with new flooring and painting throughout. The natural 

decor brings such a freshness to the space and allows for the children to bring the light and energy 

into the space through their creativity, personalities and energy. The foyer of the Pearls, Topaz and 

Jade rooms was also painted with the individual rooms scheduled for painting in 2019. The walls 

leading in to each of the classroom learning environments had a lick of paint in preparation for the 

installation of our new vision, values and mission signs. These will be installed this week and will 

help to bring consistency of expectation around who we are, what we value and how we do what 

we do here at IPECS.  

We have been invited to participate in a photo shoot for Early Childhood Australia to support the 

development of a publication entitled ‘Educational Leader Manual’. Permission notes have been 

sent home and need to be returned as soon as possible. This provides us with an excellent 

opportunity to showcase the warm, welcoming service of excellence that is IPECS to the broader 

community.  

PRIDE Bear had a lovely stay with the Quartz at the end of Term 2 and has just arrived back home to 

the Principal’s office. He is keenly on the look out for children demonstrating ‘Integrity’ this 

fortnight…. I wonder which class will get to spend some time with PRIDE bear?  The collections of 

evidence that are forming in his book about how we implement each of the values at IPECS is 

wonderful and will be on display for families from time to time in Reception.  

We look forward to sharing a delicious breakfast with all the special women in children’s lives in 

week 3 on Wednesday. We encourage you to bring all special people in the children’s lives that are 

able to attend. Although we market this event at the Mothers, it is open to all. 

Kate 

Holiday Happenings  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBypr6g87KAhUmnqYKHaYACp4QjRwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebookbrand.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHUUVJ4wKmNHEkH8nXqoaXirBWqTA&ust=1454122869903074
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Masterplan Update 
Below is the detailed concept design for the area outside the library and behind all the classrooms. The path leading 
through the middle is the path that leads from the kindergarten rooms to the specialist building (Spanish, The Arts and 
Makerspace). We love the design and the abundance of planting and natural materials in use. The design has incorporated 
all that we asked for and has lots of discreet areas for children to learn and play. The centralised nature of the 
development allows for this space to be used as an outdoor learning environment for all classes K-2 including the specialist 
teachers with a clear link to the library space. We will keep you updated on proposed dates for work to begin. This will also 
be on display in our foyer for those wanting a closer look.  

Quote for the week  
 

'The best way to 
make children safer 
is to teach them to 
assess and take risks 
so they learn they 
can't just do 
something and it will 
be OK.'  

 
All families were  
provided with a copy 
of the IPECS Home 
Reading Program 
booklet.  This booklet 
is full of ways to  
support your child's 
reading development 
at home. 

Kindy Building 

Lib
rary 

Family 

Room 

Courtyard 

Year 1
 / 2
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u
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Enrolments for 2019 

The Education website has been updated with enrolment details for the 2019 school year, and this information can be viewed 
through the link below: https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school 

In addition, a new PEA reference guide, using the ACT Government’s ACTmapi web site, is also available through the link below to 
schools and to families to allow them to find their local school and to define their priority enrolment area. http://
app.actmapi.act.gov.au/actmapi2/index.html?viewer=Education 

Please note: All children who are currently attending IPECS are not required to re-enrol as an enrolment  

carries though from preschool until the end of year 2. 

Term One overview 

 

Welcome BBQ and information 

session 

Getting to know you interviews 

PIPS 

Whole school gatherings 

School photos 

Reading information sessions 

Aqua Safe 

Gymnastics 

Transition information session 

GEMS AGM 

School song launch 

Working 

Bee 

Day One 

Staffing Update 

Welcome to Susan Robinson.  Susan will be teaching The Arts and associated programs while Lavy is on 

leave.  Susan will also be conducting literacy support in the Kindergarten rooms and providing EALD 

support.  Please say hello to Susan when you see her around and make her feel welcome. 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school
http://app.actmapi.act.gov.au/actmapi2/index.html?viewer=Education
http://app.actmapi.act.gov.au/actmapi2/index.html?viewer=Education
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Welcome back! Hello Term 2! 
  
The GEMS hope you all have had a lovely break over the 
school holidays and all are looking forward to another 
lovely term of learning & community building! 
  
  

 

  

Mother’s Day 

Is Not Far Away! 

  
It’s not too late to take part in the Mother’s Day Stall - 
you can still bring shopping money & gift contributions 
to the GEMS Box at Reception until Friday 4 May. 
  
The children will get a chance to shop for the special 
women in their lives on Tues 8 & Fri 11 May 
  
  

  

HEADS UP! 
  
WE’RE HOLDING A BBQ AT JORDO’s CHOP SHOP 
Sat 26 May 
  
Come and show support by helping us cook up some 
snags. Helping hands are surely appreciated from when 
we start set up at 8:30am until we close at 2:30pm. 
Cook & serve shifts are 1 to 1.5 hours long (though any 
length of time is welcome!) with about 3-4 IPECS  
community volunteers on each shift.  Click here now to 
volunteer for the time that suits you best - 
www.volunteersignup.org/7FBDP 
 
Of course, everyone is also welcome to come and buy a 
quick lunch or mini munch from our stall! The more the 
merrier! 
  
Thank you in advance for your support! 
  

  

COMING UP: 
  
NEXT GEMS MEETING 

7pm, Wednesday 

16 May (Term 2, Week 3)  
IPECS Family Room 

  
TOPIC: 

Allocation of Funds Raised 
  

  

 

  

KEEP UP TO DATE & 

IN TOUCH WITH GEMS! 
  

  Facebook Page https://
www.facebook.com/ IPECS.GEMS/ 

Mail Chimp Mailing List 
Click here to subscribe 

 Gmail Address  

ipecs.gems@gmail.com 

  

CONNECT! 

Have you met your 2018 Class Connector? 
Posters are up on the courtyard communication boards, come say hello for 
a chat on what’s happening in school and around the community! 

  

NEWS FROM THE ACT P&C BOARD 

Click here to read the Term 1, 2018 edition of ParentACTion, The parent 

voice on public education. 

http://www.volunteersignup.org/7FBDP
https://www.stuckonyou.com.au/affiliate/fundraiser/IPECS
https://www.facebook.com/%20IPECS.GEMS/
https://www.facebook.com/%20IPECS.GEMS/
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45805d3afb75ffef5775c57d6&id=20d959e9a2&e=61d8d9e7be
mailto:ipecs.gems@gmail.com
https://www.actparents.org.au/images/ParentActionT1-2018FINALColour.pdf
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Term 2 2018 

Week  1 Mon 30/4 

2019 Enrolments/

Transfers open 

Tues 1/05 Wed 2/05 Thurs 3/05  Fri 4/05 

Week  2 Mon 7/05 

Preschool to Pine 

Island 

Tues 8/05  

Mother’s day stall 

Wed 9/05 

Mother’s Day breakfast 

8.15-8.55 in the hall 

Thurs 10/05 

Preschool to Pine 

Island 

Fri 11/05 

Preschool info sessions, 

9.30 & 1 

Mother’s day stall 

K-2 soccer program 

Week  3 Mon 14/05 

Preschool to Fadden 

Pines 

Tues 15/05 Wed 16/05  

Breakfast club 

GEMS meeting 7pm 

 

Thurs 17/05 

Whole school 

gathering 

Fri 18/05 

Preschool to Fadden 

Pines 

K-2 soccer program 

Week  4 Mon 21/05 Tues 22/05 Wed 23/05 

Breakfast club 

National simultaneous 

story time 

Thurs 24/05  Fri 25/05 

K-2 soccer program 

Week  5 

 

Mon 28/05 

Reconciliation Day 

public holiday 

Tues 29/05 Wed 30/05 

Breakfast club 

Stomp out the Gap day-

wear red 

Thurs 31/05 Fri  1/06 

K-2 soccer program 

  NATIONAL RECONCILIATION  WEEK  

Week  6 Mon 4/06 Tues 5/06 

Whole school 

gathering 

Wed 6/06 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 7/06 Fri 8/06 

K-2 soccer program 

Week  7 Mon 11/06 

Queens birthday public 

holiday 

Tues 12/06 Wed 13/06 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 14/06 Fri 15/06 

K-2 soccer program 

Week  8 Mon 18/06 

Preschool to Pine 

Island 

Tues 19/06 Wed 20/06 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 21/06 Fri 22/06 

Preschool to Pine Island 

Week  9 Mon 25/06 Tues 26/06 Wed 27/06 

Breakfast club 

Reports go out 

 

Thurs 28/06 

Whole school 

gathering 

Kindy health screening 

Fri 29/06 

Kindy health screening 

Week  10 Mon 2/07 

Parent/Teacher 

interviews 

Tues 3/07 

Parent/Teacher 

interviews 

Wed 4/07 

Parent/Teacher 

interviews 

Thurs 5/07 

Parent/Teacher 

interviews 

Fri 6/07 

Parent/Teacher 

interviews 
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CH: 
We can learn and play IPECS pride 
We can learn and play IPECS pride 
We we learn and play, we belong 
Everyday, every way  
 
V1. 
We can be caring, 
we can be sharing, 
we can be daring to  
have a go at new things 
We can be caring 
we can be sharing 
we can be daring 
and that's why we sing. 
 

 
V2. 
Try your best 
Show respect to everybody 
Try your best 
Show respect to everybody 
 
CH: 
We can learn and play IPECS pride 
We can learn and play IPECS pride 
We we learn and play, we belong 
Everyday, every way  
IPECS pride where we learn and play! 

Learn and Play - IPECS school song 

By Tim Bevitt 2018 

The Australian Girls Choir will be visiting IPECS on Wednesday 

23 May.  They will be holding an assessment workshop which 

includes singing and movement activities that are designed to 

be a positive and fun experience.  After the visit, they will 

post out to you a personalised report and some information 

about their semester 2 classes.  If you would like your 

daughter to participate in the workshop please return the 

permission note sent home today by Friday 11 May. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjny9y9vePaAhWBy7wKHQ7rBugQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fmusical-note-border&psig=AOvVaw0O-N7OG0NP1Pjre4Z_2VTF&ust=1525228596916835
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School Banking News 
School Banking continues in Term 2 with 2 new rewards available to redeem: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you have 10 or more tokens please choose a reward and return your reward selection 
with your bank book on banking day.  If you are unsure how many tokens you have pop us a 
note and we will let you know. 
The following rewards are also still available to redeem while stocks last: 

 

 
School Bankers still have time to complete 15 deposits and make it into the draw for the 
National School Banking competition. 

More information 

on School Banking 

can be found at 

commbank.com.au

/school-banking or 

contact  

Jo Whatman on 

0475 821 274 
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Portrait photographer - specialising in baby photography, child photography, natural lighting family 

photography, in Canberra 

www.bellecanberra.com 

www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra 

Kelly Dawe 

Rodan + Fields - Independent Consultant  

0402 264 851 

kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au 

https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/  

https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/  

IPECS Families Business Directory 
If you would like to advertise your business, send your the details to 

trish.coughlan@ed.act.edu.au 

http://www.bellecanberra.com
http://www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra
mailto:kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au
https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/
https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/

