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Like and follow us 

for regular updates 

Facebook—Isabella 

Plains Early Childhood School 

Webpage- 

www.ipecs.act.edu.au 

Principal, Kate Woods.   

Deputy Principal,  Katie Brown.   

Business Manager, Trish 
Coughlan.  

Board Chair, Ewan Stewart.    

GEMS President, Michelle Ayers 

IPECS PRIDE 

Play 

Resilience 

Integrity 

Diversity 

Effort 

Mission Statement 

To engage and equip 

children as lifelong 

learners and empower 

families as  

partners in education 

and care. 

Here is the land, and here is 

the sky; 

You are my friends, and here 

am I. 

Thank you to the Ngunnawal 

people for looking after the 

land in which we play on. 

Save the Date 
Learning Journey; 
P-2 Sep 11(Tues) 8.45-9.30 
Pre only Sep 13 (Thurs) 8.45-
9.30 
Digital tech workshop for 
parents Sept 26  

Notes due back 

Preschool– Josephine wants to 

dance 

Fresh foods discovery tour 

Wk 7 Mon 03/09 

K-2 Swimming 

School satisfaction 

survey closes 

Tues 04/09 

K-2 Swimming 

Kindy Zumba 

Wed 05/09 

K-2 Swimming 

Thurs 06/09 

K-2 Swimming 

Fri 07/09 

K-2 Swimming 

Wk 8 Mon 10/09 Tues 11/09 

Learning Journey P-2 8.45-9.30 

Kindy Zumba 

Wed 12/09 

Basketball clinics 

DDG visit 

Thurs 13/09 

Learning Journey 

Pre only 8.45-9.30 

Fri 14/09 

Christian education in 

schools, selected 

students 

Wk 9 Mon 17/09 Tues 18/09 

Whole school gathering hosted 

by Preschool 

Kindy Zumba 

Wed 19/09 

Basketball clinics 

Thurs 20/09 Fri 21/09 

IPECS  

INFORMER 

Term Dates 

Term 1  Feb 5 - April 13 

Term 2  April 30 - July 6 

Term 3 July 23 - Sept 28 

Term 4 Oct 15 - Dec 21 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Parents must sign their child in at reception or with their child’s teacher if arriving after 9:10 in the morning 

or if their child needs to leave school early for any reason.  All student absences are required to be explained 

in writing.  This can be done by sending an email to your child’s teacher. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBypr6g87KAhUmnqYKHaYACp4QjRwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebookbrand.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHUUVJ4wKmNHEkH8nXqoaXirBWqTA&ust=1454122869903074


 2 

From our Principal 
Dear families,  

Talk about busy terms!  Term 3 is the term of 
experiences both within and beyond the school gates. 
In the last two weeks alone across the school children 
have participated in swimming, Zumba and basketball. 
They have watched and participated in a drumming 
performance that rocked the school.  They have read 
books and authored stories, they have learned about how authors and 
illustrators take their ideas from the planning stages to the final product. 
They have experimented, coded and taught others all that they know about 
static electricity, how different materials react and what properties make up 
different objects. Gosh they must be tired! 

And all the while that their curiosity and wonder is being fuelled, they are also watching a range of different constructions 
taking place across the school. The outdoor learning area outside the library is now complete, the new playground is 
halfway finished and the new security fence is in the planning phases ready for installation.  

Perhaps next term we will take things a little slower?? Nahhhhh……  We have too much energy and excitement for 
learning here at IPECS! Every minute matters.  

Kate  

From Comms@Work 
Thank you to all families who celebrated Book Week with us, either by dressing up your children, 
or joining us for family reading. Having our families come in to read with us was not only exciting, 
but a lot of fun, and we would like to invite families to continue to offer their amazing bookreading 
services to us throughout the remainder of the year. 
 

Next week we will be celebrating Early Educators Day on Wednesday by inviting families to send in messages of thanks to 
their educators in the Pearls, Jade, Topaz, Diamonds, and OSHC spaces – and of course, the rest of the school! You will 
find mail boxes, as well as paper and pens, which will appear in the foyer on Thursday of this week, so that you can send 
appreciation to our wonderful team of educators. 
 

We will also be welcoming our newest Ascend students next week, with Kiara joining the OSHC team, and Monique, 
Hayley and Marija joining Birth-5. Please make them feel welcome.  
 

Later in September we are preparing to celebrate National Health and PE day by having a week of fun physical activities 
and healthy cooking in our service. We will also be continuing our Kids At Play Active Play program to support children’s 
developing foundation movement skills, in the Jade, Topaz and Diamonds spaces. The Pearls are also engaging in lots of 
fun active play, with the indoor obstacle course supporting children’s emerging movement skills, from crawling, to 
walking, even to running! 
 

As always, we are keen to hear from you about how we are doing: what ideas you have to share, and how we can 
continue to improve our practices.  
 

Emma Jayne 

Topaz News 
In the Topaz room we have been putting a large focus on the children’s sense of agency, autonomy and independence. 
This is being done by allowing the children to have an input in the day to day routines, our fortnightly program, along 
with promoting their decision making and problem solving. A lot of the ideas that the children are suggesting during 
group times are physical activities, for example: soccer, wrestling and ball play. This has put a large input into our new 
programs and allows us to focus on the children’s fundamental movements. Over the past two weeks we have been 
focusing on running and jumping. The children have participated in relay races, hoop jumping, sack jumping, jumping and 
running on the spot and also running around obstacles. With the warmer weather coming back it has been great to allow 
the children to participate in these experiences and allow them to also work on their social skills whilst doing so.   
Great Job Topaz room!  
 
Lauren, Tiana and Evangeline  
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Kindy News 
This term for inquiry the kindergarten children have been exploring the big question of what 
things are made of. They went on learning walks and used their senses to observe what 
materials objects were made of. The children developed their vocabulary to describe 
objects using words like crinkly, transparent or shiny.  

As a result of their learning the children have used their new knowledge of materials to 
sort objects into the right bin based on what they are made of. This authentic learning 
allows children to develop their understanding of sustainability and caring for the world. 
We have also talked about how all the rubbish from the red bin goes to landfill. Starting 
this Wednesday we will have Waste Free Wednesdays. This will be a day where we 
encourage families to pack their child a lunch box with no waste. 

The 7Cs focus has been on communication and collaboration. We have been seeing 
children using communication in inquiry play to speak, listen and write. The children have 
been learning to use collaboration to work together, take turns and be caring.   

Hannah, Penny, Sue and Jacqui 

Science Week 
Throughout Week 4, 11-19 August, Makerspace had a buzz of excited scientists 
ready to explore Science Week with experiments on the ready.  The children 
had the chance to explore static electricity, hovercrafts, experiment with how a 
lemon battery works and use digital microscopes to explore different textures 
and materials. All classes continued the Science theme throughout the week 
experimenting throughout their inquiries. On Thursday we were lucky enough 
to have the P&C organise the Dr Walkers Science show to visit our school 
introducing experiments such as Marshmallow Bazooka, Balloon board, 
Musical Straws, Burn Proof Balloon, Canister Rockets. The children were 
excited to see all these wonderful experiments and were left 
wondering how to create many of these at home.  

All science experiments conducted throughout the week in 
classrooms, Makerspace and the Dr Walker show can all 
be done with everyday items. Most materials are 
available from a supermarket or hardware store – you 
probably have most of them in your home already! Ask 
your children what they enjoyed the most and see if you 
have some of these items lying around. If you would like 
Dr Walkers Science show experiments come and see 
Mel for more information.   
Mel 
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Book Week Wrap Up 
IPECS students have had an exciting week, engaging in a variety of 
activities to celebrate the magic of books and the theme of ‘Find 
Your Treasure.’ It was wonderful to see the variety of items our 
students treasure on display in the Library, from special toys, to 
favourite books and family photos.  
Students from K-2 were treated to a visit from Canberra author 
Stephanie Owen Reeder. It was wonderful to see 
the processes she used in the development of 
her books, and learn about the historical 
information and photographs from the National 
Library that inspire her writing. All the students 
were very impressed when she showed them her 
CBCA ‘Book of the Year’ medal from 2016. 
The Monday morning ‘stolen treasure’ mystery 
created a great deal of excitement and 
students were very eager to find the 
hidden teachers’ treasures and solve the 
mystery of the thief. Once it had been 
discovered that Kathryn was the culprit, 
several students decided to march her up 
to Kate’s office! 
Students have also enjoyed dressing up 
their toys as a book character, and it was 
great to see the fabulous costumes for 
our Mon-Wed Preschool and Birth-Year 2 
Book Week Parade. 
 
Wendy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CBCA Book of the Year Winners: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All of the shortlisted books in the above three categories are now part of our Library collection. 

Early Reader Category: 
How to Bee, by Bren 
MacDibble 

Early Childhood Category: 
Rodney Loses it! by Michael 
Bauer 

Picture Book category: A 
Walk in the Bush, by Gwyn 
Perkins 
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HEADS UP: 

Next GEMS meeting! 

Wed, 7pm,  05 September 

at the Family Room 

Come and discuss how things are going, add 

your ideas, hear from the Principal and 

other groups around the school. 

Children are welcome, and a hot cuppa is 
on offer!   

  

COMING UP: 
  

Father’s Day Stall 

August 28th (Tues) & 31st (Fri) 

 

 

 

 

Early Educator’s Day  

September 5th (Wed)  

  

KEEP UP TO DATE & 

IN TOUCH WITH GEMS!  

Facebook Page  
https://www.facebook.com/ IPECS.GEMS/ 

 
Mail Chimp Mailing List 
Click here to subscribe 

Gmail Address  
ipecs.gems@gmail.com  

Go the GEMS &  
Our IPECS Community! 

This year, with your continued support, GEMS have been able 
to have:   

The School Disco 
Mother’s Day Stall and Breakfast 
Dr Graham Walker’s Science Week Show 
Stephanie Owen Reeder’s Book Week Event  
End of Term Festivities - Buddy Day  
Father’s Day Stall and Breakfast 

 

We hope you enjoyed all of these and look forward to even 
more fun because, wait, there’s more! Here’s a sneak peek - 

Early Childhood Educators Day afternoon tea  
End of year school gathering, art show & mini fete  

 

To keep the momentum going 
with brilliant ideas, activities 
and events, we need to make 
sure we have more parents 
and grandparents involved 
with the GEMS!  

As always, we have a number 
of families moving to other 

schools at the end of the year so we highly encourage 
those staying to come check out what the GEMS do – 
we have projects in need of champions and a whole 
year to plan and fill with fun stuff! 

We hope to see you at the next meeting!  

Thank you Teachers! 
Every year, on the first Wednesday in September, we get to celebrate Early Childhood 

Educators Day. It was first launched seven years ago to help make sure that educators 

receive well-deserved recognition and appreciation for their contribution in educating and 

caring for Australia’s future leaders.  

On the 5th of September, the GEMS will host an afternoon tea for our Early Childhood 
Educators and present them with a little something special to show how much we 
appreciate them and all that they do for us.  

https://www.facebook.com/%20IPECS.GEMS/
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45805d3afb75ffef5775c57d6&id=20d959e9a2&e=61d8d9e7be
mailto:ipecs.gems@gmail.com
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Backyard Rangers 
The weather was kind to us last Friday with the rain holding off till after 
playgroup. 

The excitement of diggers just outside our gate has kept the interest of a 
few children over the past few weeks. 

We had some fun making weather in a bottle, showing the children how 
the clouds hold the water. This also showed colour mixing. 

The children then had the opportunity to take the shaving cream into the 
mud kitchen area for more fun. 

Counting down till spring!! 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 
 

 
The October School Holiday Programs are now listed on the Communities@Work website. 

 
Please feel welcome to have a look at the fantastic variety of events planned for your child to enjoy at various locations 

across Canberra. 
 

Enrolments are now open. 
 

Please contact Children’s Services Enrolments Team (CSET) 1300 212 273 or enrol via the website 
 

https://commsatwork.org/services/children/?category=school-holiday-programs#services 
 

Thank you 

https://commsatwork.org/services/children/?category=school-holiday-programs#services
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Second Hand Uniform Shop  

The second hand uniform shop is open on Wednesdays from 9 - 

9.30am during school term. It is located in the small meeting 

room opposite reception at the front office. Please feel free to 

drop by and see what is available.   

Dresses are $10, jumpers are $5 and T-shirts, polo shirts, long 

sleeve T-shirts, shorts, skirts and pants 

are all $2. To access the second hand 

uniform shop outside these hours, please 

see reception  

We have a limited number of new 

dresses, these are $40.  

Any questions or for further information 

call Julie on 0479 049 719.  

Hello all, 

My name is Jon Tucker and my son Louis in the 
Sapphires and my daughter Poppy is in Quartz. 
We are looking to create an U6  and U8 mixed side to play in a 
weekly OzTag competition during term 4 and term 1 next year. 
The kids will play each Thursday at around 5pm at Calwell play-
ing fields, we are looking for boys and girls. All abilities welcome, 
if you would like to join our team please send me an email. 

Kind Regards 
Jon Tucker 
Jonathon.tucker@ed.act.edu.au  

TUGGERANONG VALLEY CRICKET CLUB – JUNIORS 
REGISTRATION TIME FOR THE 2018/19 SEASON 

Registration is only via Playcricket.com.au - type in your 
postcode and select the program required. 
Registration Fees for the season are: 

 Junior Blaster (5-7 year olds – Chisholm or Conder) - $99.00. 
Master Blaster (7-10 year olds – Chisholm) - $99.00. 
 
Girls are welcome in all programs, with teams available in the 
Master Blaster competition. 
For more information contact TVCC Juniors Registrar Tim Pike at 
registrar@tvccjuniors.org.au or 0416431096, Vice-President Rod 
Chancellor at  0415105036 or go to the website – http://
www.tvccjuniors.act.cricket.com.au 

Saver Plus is a free financial education program delivered by The Smith Family that can help families on lower incomes pay for school 
costs such as book-packs, uniforms, laptops and excursions, by matching their savings, dollar for dollar, up to $500. 

To be eligible, participants must 

Have a Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card 

Be at least 18 years old 

Have some regular income from work (themselves or their partner) 

Have a child at school or enrolling next year, or attend vocational 
education themselves 

 

mailto:Jonathon.tucker@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.Playcricket.com.au
mailto:registrar@tvccjuniors.org.au
http://www.tvccjuniors.act.cricket.com.au
http://www.tvccjuniors.act.cricket.com.au
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Portrait photographer - specialising in baby photography, child photography, natural lighting family 

photography, in Canberra 

www.bellecanberra.com 

www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra 

Kelly Dawe 

Rodan + Fields - Independent Consultant  

0402 264 851 

kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au 

https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/  

https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/  

IPECS Families Business Directory 
If you would like to advertise your business, send your the details to 

trish.coughlan@ed.act.edu.au 

http://www.bellecanberra.com
http://www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra
mailto:kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au
https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/
https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/

