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Like and follow us 

for regular up-

dates 

Facebook—Isabella Plains 

Early Childhood School 

Webpage- 

www.ipecs.act.edu.au 

Mission Statement 

To engage and equip 

children as lifelong   

learners and empower 

families as  

partners in education and 

care. 

Here is the land, and here is 

the sky; 

You are my friends, and here 

am I. 

Thank you to the Ngunnawal 

people for looking after the 

land in which we play on. 

Notes due back 

Swimming consent notes K-

IPECS  

INFORMER 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Parents must sign their child in at reception or with their child’s teacher if arriving after 9:10 in the morning 

or if their child needs to leave school early for any reason.  All student absences are required to be explained 

in writing.  This can be done by sending an email to your child’s teacher. 

Dear Families and children,  

Welcome to Term 3, one that promises exciting adventures, new  

playgrounds and consolidation of learning.  

During Week 10 of Term 2 we celebrated NAIDOC Week across the 

school. The Leadership team were treated to a  Cultural Integrity  

Discussion facilitated by Shona Cameron  with Dr Kaye Price about 

her life, work and experience in Aboriginal and Torres Strait. This  

conversation sparked further discussion back at 

school about our journey towards cultural integrity 

and what our next most powerful steps were to be.  

All classes across the school were engaged in 

classroom activities each day through which they 

learned more about Australia’s history and the 

women who have made our current reality possible. 

Each class researched either a famous (local or 

otherwise) Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 

woman, focussing on the theme of NAIDOC Week, 

‘Because of her, we can.’ The Garnets hosted a very 

moving assembly that inspired and motivated 

everyone in the audience to be the best they can be and 

‘try, try again’ when things are challenging!  My absolute 

favourite part was when we all joined together to sing the 

Taba Naba song which is a children’s song that  

originates in the Torres Strait Islands. 

We look forward to seeing you at one of the many events planned for this term. We have 

attached a term overview calendar to stick on the fridge so you don’t miss anything. 

Kate 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBypr6g87KAhUmnqYKHaYACp4QjRwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebookbrand.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHUUVJ4wKmNHEkH8nXqoaXirBWqTA&ust=1454122869903074
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Growing with Grands Program – Term 2  

Priceless were the interactions between the 

residents of Isabella Gardens and IPECS 

children during a recent visit to the village.  

The residents invited the children to afternoon 

tea and gave them a tour of the facilities which 

included the gym, the club house and gardens.  

Growing with Grands (GWG) is a weekly 

gardening program in the schools community 

garden which is tended by the Isabella Gardens 

residents and the children. GWG is much more than growing vegetables 

and best described by Paul Rollings, one of the gardens founders. 

‘Growing with Grands is about sharing fun times and creating a 

community garden that will grow not only vegetables, but provide a 

bountiful harvest of friendship, trust and understanding, in the years to 

come’. 

 

PRIDE Bear 

During National Reconciliation Week, 
PRIDE Bear was on a mission to find the 
class that demonstrated ‘Diversity’. PRIDE 
Bear was so impressed with the richness of 
the conversations and the learning evident 
in the Rubies class.  PRIDE Bear believed 
that the children were making a real 
commitment to developing their 
understanding of Australia’s history and 
cultures.  He has decided to spend the next 
couple of weeks in the Rubies class. 

He also wants to thank the Emeralds for 
looking after him so well and teaching him 
all they know about integrity. 

Are you leaving IPECS at the end of 2018?  

Planning for the 2019 school year will begin soon and class placements and teacher recruitment is based on student 

numbers for the following year. It is essential that we know who will be staying and who will be leaving.   If you have 

enrolled and accepted a place at another school, please email Kathleen at the front office with your child’s name and 

which school they  will be attending in 2019;  kathleen.kelly@ed.act.edu.au  

If you are staying there is nothing you need to do.  We will send out book pack information and a calendar for the start of 

the 2019 school year in term 4 to families that are continuing at IPECS. 
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At IPECS all educators explicitly teach social and emotional wellbeing skills 
and strategies on an ongoing basis. This is done via emotional charts, 
Bounce Back lessons, drama lessons, incidental teaching and much more. 
Children’s wellbeing is a team effort and requires positive support from all 
members of the community. Young children can be mean, bossy and unfair 
at times. Young children can also be fun, creative, sympathetic and 
incredibly caring. We always ask children to talk to educators when 
incidents occur so that we can help them and put plans in place to support 
all children. Educators cannot help to solve problems they do not know 
about. Please take the time to read the abridged article from the following 

website https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/working-families-concerned-school-based-bullying#school. If you have 
further questions please speak to your child’s educator or a member of the leadership team.  

IPECS is a KidsMatter school. KidsMatter is a mental health and wellbeing framework for schools and is proven to make 
a positive difference to the lives of Australian children. KidsMatter provides the methods, tools and support to help 
schools work with parents and carers, health services and the wider community, to nurture happy, balanced kids. This 
framework is further supported through the use of the Bounce Back program. The scope and sequence for this program 
was sent home at the end of last term and ties in with our school values of ‘PRIDE’.  The goal of the Bounce Back 
program is to support children and adults to develop a stronger sense of wellbeing and to be more resilient, confident 
and successful. Educators work with children on a weekly basis to discuss a wide range of topics such as how to be a 
friend, what to do if no one will play with you, resilience, identifying one’s strengths etc.  

Is it Bullying?? 

When someone says or does something unintentionally hurtful and they do it once,  

that’s RUDE! 

When someone says or does something intentionally hurtful and they do it once,  

that’s MEAN! 

When someone says or does something intentionally hurtful AND they keep doing it –  

even when you tell them to stop or show them that you’re upset, 

that’s BULLYING! 
 

 “I think we need to be very clear about what bullying is and what bullying isn’t, otherwise any relationship issue with a 
child becomes bullying. Bullying is intentional. There is no accidental bullying; it’s something that’s premeditated. It also 
has a power imbalance. So that power imbalance may be physical size but it may just be popularity; the person that is 
doing the bullying feels they are more powerful than the person they are targeting. And lastly, it has repetition. So it 
doesn’t just happen once; it happens again and again where someone is deliberately targeted.” 

Professor Donna Cross (Edith Cowan University) via KidsMatter 

Further information can be found at the Bullying. No Way! Website https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/YourRole/ForTeens/Pages/
LearnAboutBullying.aspx 

 

https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/working-families-concerned-school-based-bullying#school
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GEM of the week award winners wk 10 term 2 

Samuel—Jaspers 

Elodie—Corals 

Madelynn—Sapphires 

Mickayla—Ambers 

Eleanor—Pearls 

Noah – Topaz 

Ave -Emeralds 

Scarlett—Quartz 

Abby—Garnets 

Elise—Diamonds 

Kaylee—Jade 
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HEADS UP!   COMING UP: 
  
  
 

Dr Graham Walker for Science Week  
August 16th 
 
Stephanie Owen, For bookweek 
August 20th 

 
Father’s Day Markets 
August 28th & 31st 

 
Father’s Day BREKKY  
August 29th 
 

  
 

 KEEP UP TO DATE & 

IN TOUCH WITH GEMS! 

  Facebook Page https://

www.facebook.com/ IPECS.GEMS/ 

Mail Chimp Mailing List 

Click here to subscribe 

 Gmail Address                                 

ipecs.gems@gmail.com  

WELCOME TO TERM 3 2018  

 

What a huge Term 2 we had! Thank you to 

everyone who came down to support our 

Bunnings BBQ, The Volunteers raised over $1600 to 

go towards the upgrades to the grounds and 

events around the school… of which we have 

many coming up!  

SPECIAL THANK YOU! 

Special thanks go to Caroline Loffler who pulled it 

all together in the weeks leading up, organizing 

volunteers, and all-important cooking on the day! 

Thanks to the GEMS Fundraising Efforts, this term we will be 

bringing you:  

August 16th: Dr Graham Walker, the Science Guy; P – 2  

August 20th: Author Stephanie Owen, K – 2                                                                                                                              

August 29th: Father’s Day Breakfast in the school Hall 

 

Next Meeting 
August 8th, 7pm in the Family room 

Come and discuss how things are going, add your ideas, hear from the Principal 

and other groups around the school 

Children are welcome, and a hot cuppa is on offer!   

https://www.facebook.com/%20IPECS.GEMS/
https://www.facebook.com/%20IPECS.GEMS/
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45805d3afb75ffef5775c57d6&id=20d959e9a2&e=61d8d9e7be
mailto:ipecs.gems@gmail.com
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Creative play: why it’s important for school-age learning and development 

School-age children usually take a keen interest in creative arts and artistic activities. Creative activities and creative play support 

your child’s learning and development by: 

 encouraging your child’s creativity and visual expression 

 helping your child to express feelings, thoughts and ideas in verbal and non-verbal ways 

 getting your child thinking about problems that don’t have set or ‘right’ answers 

 helping your child to think about issues from many perspectives. 

In the months leading up to the start of school, you might notice your child asking more questions about how things work – and 

there’ll be lots of ‘Why?’ questions, of course! So by school age, your child is ready to explore and experience new ideas, skills and 

information. 

School-age children are usually more confident about themselves and around others than they were a year or so earlier. This is a 

good thing when it comes to creative activities. 

Four stages of creativity 

When they’re playing creatively, children go through a thought process that might involve four basic stages: 

1.Preparation: children collect information about a topic or idea and think about what they want to do. For example, your child 

decides to make a card for you. So he looks at other cards, and looks to see what materials he can use. 

2.Incubation: children mull over the problem, subconsciously or by thinking some more – for example, your child thinks about 

what she might do with the card. 

3.Illumination: the ‘aha’ moment, where children carry through, and the creative processes all come together. For example, 

your child decides to choose flowers and leaves from the garden to stick on his card, and draw a picture of you. 

4. Verification: after the initial excitement passes, children think about the thing they’ve made. For example, your child hides her 

finished card so you can’t see it until she decides to give it to you. But she might get it out every now and then to have a look. 

*From the raising children network. 

Orders close       

Friday 8       

August 

The power of reading to spark  

curiosity and creativity  

Reading is a fantastic creative outlet for your children.  It provokes 

imagination, sparks curiosity, builds ideas and possibilities in children’s minds 

and extends their thinking while opening their world to things they may 

never see or experience.  

 

Have you been to your local library lately? 

Have you borrowed some books from the school  

library? 

Have you read a story together to guide imaginative play? 

Have you used reading as a catalyst for writing stories? 

Have you ordered some amazing new books through the school book club? 
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Portrait photographer - specialising in baby photography, child photography, natural lighting family 

photography, in Canberra 

www.bellecanberra.com 

www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra 

Kelly Dawe 

Rodan + Fields - Independent Consultant  

0402 264 851 

kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au 

https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/  

https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/  

IPECS Families Business Directory 
If you would like to advertise your business, send your the details to 

trish.coughlan@ed.act.edu.au 

http://www.bellecanberra.com
http://www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra
mailto:kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au
https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/
https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/
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Learn Tae Kwon Do here at the school!   

Walsh Martial Arts conducts Tae Kwon Do lessons for children and 
parents each Thursday at 6.30 pm in the Isabella Plains Early  

Childhood School hall.  Fees are reasonable:  just $20 a week for a 
family.  Contact John O'Keefe on 0415 150 670 or come along for a look any 

Thursday evening. 
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Term 3 2018 
Week  1 Mon 23/07 

 

Tues 24/07 Wed 25/07 Thurs 26/07 Fri 27/05 

100 Days of school 

celebration 

Backyard Rangers 

Week  2 Mon 30/07 

 

Tues 31/07 

Whole school 

gathering 

 

Wed 01/08 

Breakfast club 

Corals excursion to 

CMAG 

Thurs 02/08 

 

Fri 03/08 

Backyard Rangers 

Week  3 Mon 6/08 

 

Tues 7/08 Wed 8/08 

Breakfast club 

GEMS meeting 

Thurs 9/08 Fri 10/08 

Backyard Rangers 

Week  4 Mon 13/08 Tues 14/08 Wed 15/08 

Breakfast club 

 

Thurs 16/08 

Dr Walker’s Science 

Show 

Fri 17/08 

Backyard Rangers 

SCIENCE WEEK 

Week  5 

 

Mon 20/08 Tues 21/08 

Dental care 

presentation for 1/2 

Wed 22/08 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 23/08 Fri  24/08 

Backyard Rangers 

 

BOOK WEEK 

Week  6 Mon 27/08 

Salaka, Spirit of Africa 

drumming 

performance 

Tues 28/08 

Father’s Day Markets 

Wed 29/08 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 30/08 Fri 31/08 

Backyard Rangers 

Father’s Day Markets 

 

SWIMMING LESSONS K-2 

Week  7 Mon 03/09 

 

Tues 04/09 Wed 05/09 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 06/09 Fri 07/09 

Backyard Rangers 

SWIMMING LESSONS K-2 

Week  8 Mon 10/09 

 

Tues 11/09 

P-2 Learning Journey 

Wed 12/09 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 13/09 

Jets and Corals 

Learning Journey  

Fri 14/09 

Backyard Rangers 

 

 

Week  9 Mon 17/09 Tues 18/09 Wed 19/09 

Breakfast club 

Thurs 20/09 

 

Fri 21/09 

Backyard Rangers 

Week  10 Mon 24/09 

 

Tues 25/09 

 

Wed 26/09 

Digital Technology 

Information Session  

Thurs 27/09 

 

Fri 28/09 

Backyard Rangers 

 

 


