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Like and follow us 

for regular updates 

Facebook—Isabella 

Plains Early Childhood School 

Webpage- 

www.ipecs.act.edu.au 

Principal, Kate Woods.   

Deputy Principal,  Katie Brown.   

Business Manager, Trish 
Coughlan.  

Board Chair, Alison Yialeloglou.    

GEMS President, Michelle Ayers 

IPECS PRIDE 

Play 

Resilience 

Integrity 

Diversity 

Effort 

Mission Statement 

To engage and equip 

children as lifelong 

learners and empower 

families as  

partners in education 

and care. 

Here is the land, and here is 

the sky; 

You are my friends, and here 

am I. 

Thank you to the Ngunnawal 

people for looking after the 

land in which we play on. 

Save the Date 

GEMS meeting – 13 June 

 

Notes due back 

Kinder excursion to Tidbinbilla 

Wk 7 Monday 11/06 

QUEENS BIRTHDAY 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 12/06 Wednesday 13/06 

Breakfast Club 8.30 

GEMS meeting 7pm 

Thursday 14/06 Friday 15/06 

Backyard Rangers 

Principal’s Afternoon 

Tea 

Wk 8 Monday 18/06 

Amethysts & Rubies 

excursion to Pine 

Island 

Tuesday 19/06 Wednesday 20/06 

Breakfast club 

Kinder excursion to 

Tidbinbilla 

Thursday 21/06 

Corals & Jets excursion to 

Pine Island 

Friday 22/06 

Wk 9 Monday 25/06 Tuesday 26/06 Wednesday 27/06 

Breakfast club 8.30 

Reports go out 

Thursday 28/06 

Kinder health screening 

Whole school gathering 

hosted by Garnets 

Friday 29/06 

Backyard rangers 

Kinder health screening 

IPECS  

INFORMER 

Term Dates 

Term 1  Feb 5 - April 13 

Term 2  April 30 - July 6 

Term 3 July 23 - Sept 28 

Term 4 Oct 15 - Dec 21 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Parents must sign their child in at reception or with their child’s teacher if arriving after 9:10 in the morning 

or if their child needs to leave school early for any reason.  All student absences are required to be explained 

in writing.  This can be done by sending an email to your child’s teacher. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBypr6g87KAhUmnqYKHaYACp4QjRwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebookbrand.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHUUVJ4wKmNHEkH8nXqoaXirBWqTA&ust=1454122869903074
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From our Principal 

National Reconciliation Week was observed at IPECS from Sunday 27 May 
through to Sunday 3 June. Many of our families participated in the events on 
offer around the capital and it was great to see the children bringing in things 
that they had made/purchased at these events and 
share their growing knowledge with others. The theme 
of ‘Don’t Keep History a Mystery: learn, share, grow’ 
became our motto for the week as children inquired 
across the school into the shared cultures, histories and 
traditions of Australia over the years and we asked 
ourselves ‘What are some of the 
things we don’t know about our 
shared history? Thank you to parents 
for supporting our events across the 
week.  Together we can make a 
difference. 

Kate 

 

 

It’s been another whirlwind few weeks in birth to 5! We enjoyed sharing our reconciliation journey with the school last 
week in Reconciliation Week, and plan to extend this further during NAIDOC week in Week 10. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions for NAIDOC week, that would be great! We also participated in National Simultaneous Storytime, and I had 
the privilege of reading to the Pearls and Jade class, who were accompanied by Year 1 and Year 2, who were very 
welcoming to the youngest children in long day care. 

We are, of course, taking enrolments for our next school holiday program, and would like to invite families to take 
advantage of the fun which is planned during this period. Clare and the team are looking forward to a full couple of 
weeks with the children, with some increased art and craft experiences due to popular demand. 

As always, if you have any ideas, suggestions, or feedback, we welcome you to send it in: just email us at 
ipecs@commsatwork.org.  
 

Emma Jayne 

Reports 

All P-2 children will receive a semester one report in week 9.  It is a Federal Government requirement that teachers 
write an A – E report for each child in Year 1- 10 showing where they are achieving in each curriculum area. Whilst 
teachers need to write these reports families can choose whether they receive a copy or not.  
If you do not want to receive an A – E report for your child please sign and return the slip below to your child’s 
teacher and you will not receive one.  
If you do receive the A – E report for your child please remember that a ‘C’ grade is to be celebrated, as a C grade  
indicates that they are achieving at the expected level for their year level.  
If you have any questions about these reports, or the option to not receive one please talk to your child’s teacher or 
Kate. 
 
 

I do not want to receive a copy of an A – E report for my child for the 2018 school year. 

Child/ren’s name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Parent signature ____________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:ipecs@commsatwork.org
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtyobX4L3bAhXBjLwKHSDpAqYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.see-change.org.au%2Fabout-us%2Fpartners%2F&psig=AOvVaw2j_MYGlIR4ZGaI5oP-_j02&ust=1528330424494765
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Dear parents and carers 
 
My name is Ewan Stewart and I am pleased to introduce myself as the new board chair for the IPECS school board.  I 
would like to acknowledge the work of the outgoing chair and board members and thank them for their service to the 
school. 
 
The board held its second meeting for 2018 in week 2. This was the first meeting for myself and Ursula Hawkins as the 
newly elected parent representatives and it was a productive meeting with particular interest on reviewing the IPECS 
policy documents and seeing some draft ground plans for the space behind the library. 
 
I am personally looking forward to working with Kate and rest of the board to continue the good work around the 
prioritisation of policies and curriculum at IPECS to benefit all students. 
 
It has been brought to the Boards attention that the existence and responsibilities of a school board may not be widely 
known or understood within the parent/carer community.  Here is a brief overview of school boards in the ACT. 
  
The Education Act 2004 (the Act) requires that a school board be established for each government school. The Act 
describes the functions of school boards, including their role in principal selection, the constitution of school boards, the 
proceedings of board meetings, and the responsibilities associated with financial and reporting requirements. 
The school board is a formal mechanism for parents, carers and staff to participate in school decision-making.  
The functions of the school board of a public school are: 
 

 to establish strategic direction and priorities for the school 
 to monitor and review school performance and to report on it to the Director-General, parents of students at 

the school and staff 
 to develop, maintain and review curriculum for the school 
 to develop and review education policies at the school 
 to establish budgetary policies for the school and approve the school budget 
 to establish policies for the efficient and effective use of school assets and the management of financial risk 
 to develop relationships between the school and the community and between the school and community 

organisations 
 to make recommendations to the Director-General on issue affecting the school and to give effect to the 

Director-General’s directions 
 to encourage parent participation in their children’s learning; and 
 to exercise any other function given to the board under this Act or any other Territory 
 

 
Board Chair 
Ewan Stewart 

Letter from the Board Chair 

Medication at school 

If your child needs to take medication at school, please do not leave it in their bag.  Parents are 

required to  bring the medication to reception and complete the necessary forms.  This will 

ensure that your child receives the correct dose at the right time as well as ensuring that 

the medication is stored appropriately and securely, away from other children. This 

includes non prescription, over the counter medications such as Panadol, Nurofen, cough 

medicines and throat lozenges. We appreciate everyone’s cooperation with this 

important matter. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihzuKYoMDbAhXJXrwKHaA2CTwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allthingsclipart.com%2Fmedication.and.pills.clipart.htm&psig=AOvVaw3jZuOvjYBai_I_ed-5gkbq&ust=1528416
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Class Connect News Rubies 2018 from Caroline, Nazzy and 
Shelly 
 

During Term 2, the Rubies have been busy in the kitchen again cooking up yummy food 
with the help from their families. Cooking up scones, chipati and beautiful birthday 
cakes! This term they will also begin their Mystery reader activity. Rubies 
families volunteer to be a Mystery reader, choose a book to read to the 
Rubies class and surprise them every Tuesday afternoon. This term they also 
continue to go to the School Library every fortnight as they enjoy looking for 
new books, sitting and reading in a quiet space.  

Last term Rubies families participated in two class connect outings.  The first 
was an Easter egg hunt and the second was a trip to a local apple 
orchard.  There was a sense of excitement, community spirit and fun at the 
egg hunt.  Parents hid the eggs and afterwards we were able to get to know 
each other a little as we shared a delightful morning tea.  Shelly and I set up 
the Class WhatsApp and Shelly added a lovely photo of the kids.  It was an 
enjoyable morning and a great start to getting to know our Rubies 
families.  The trip to the orchard was also fun and we sat in a grassed area to 
eat lunch and chat after picking apples.  We had a  bike ride on Saturday, 2 
June at 2pm at the local "Learn to Ride Park" in Tuggeranong, it is five 
minutes from the school.  Also keep a look out for the parents' morning tea 
later in the year that will follow the Rubies assembly! 

If you would like to be part of or receive notices about Rubies or other class 
connect activities please join the parent network by emailing class 
connectors below. 

CLASS TEACHER CLASS CONNECTOR EMAIL 

P - Amethyst Tanya Lawson Melissa Moore melissamoore@gmail.com 

P - Rubies Jana Sterling-
Hammond 

Shelly Owen 
Caroline Kontny 
Naznin Schwabb 
  

Shellowen_1@hotmail.com 
funatmanang@yahoo.com  

nazzyschwabb@yahoo.com.au 
 

P - Corals Olivia Maidment Pip McIntyre phillipa.ella@me.com 

  

P - Jets Claudia White Amy Leech 
Lisa Barnwell 

crnic_amy@hotmail.com 
lisaannbarnwell@gmail.com 

K - Ambers  Hannah Eversham Katrina McKenzie 

Courtney Bryant 

katrina@mckenzie.cc 
courtney.bryant@outlook.com 

K - Jaspers Penny Jackson Elizabeth Lindbeck liz.lindbeck@gmail.com 

  

K - Sapphires Alyssa Owen Caroline Wall freshfunk@tuggeranongarts.com 

Yr 1-2 Quartz Sam Mitchell 
  

Alison Yialeloglou 

  
lallymarie@me.com 

Yr 1-2  Emeralds Kathryn Withers Frances Stanton 
Ronnie Pearce 

frvr.stanton@gmail.com 

ronnicraft@gmail.com 

YR 1-2 Garnets Libby Mackie Elizabeth Lindbeck liz.lindbeck@gmail.com 

  

2018 Class Connectors contact list 

mailto:melissamoore@gmail.com
mailto:Shellowen_1@hotmail.com
mailto:funatmanang@yahoo.com
mailto:phillipa.ella@me.com
mailto:crnic_amy@hotmail.com
mailto:lisaannbarnwell@gmail.com
mailto:katrina@mckenzie.cc
mailto:courtney.bryant@outlook.com
mailto:liz.lindbeck@gmail.com
mailto:freshfunk@tuggeranongarts.com
mailto:lallymarie@me.com
mailto:frvr.stanton@gmail.com
mailto:ronnicraft@gmail.com
mailto:liz.lindbeck@gmail.com


 5 

Come join us for Buddy Day! 
 
To celebrate our individuality and cultural diversity at IPECS. The GEMS are 
hosting a Buddy Day.  
 
There will be games and activities at lunchtime to help students mingle with 
other peers that they may not usually interact with. A great life skill to have! 
 
There will also be a cup of MILO on offer for students. Why not have a cuppa 
with someone new? Order forms will be sent home soon.  
 
Parents, if you are free and keen to help out at lunchtime serving MILO or 
with the activities please contact us on ipecs.gems@gmail.com. We will 
need to some help on the day. Thanks! 

 

Come and show support by helping us cook up some snags!  

 

Helping hands are surely appreciated from when we start set 

up at 8:30am (BBQ from 9am) so let us know now what time 

works for you using www.volunteersignup.org/F83TK or an 

email to ipecs.gems@gmail.com.  Cook & serve shifts are 1 to 

1.5 hours long (though any length of time is welcome)!  

 

Prior to the day we also welcome sponsorship in the form of 

monetary or supply contributions (bread, snags, onions, sauce, serviettes etc) just send us an email so we can get in touch with you 

to make arrangements.  

 

Of course, everyone is also welcome to come and buy a quick lunch or mini munch from our stall! The more the merrier!  

~ Thank you in advance for your support! ~ 

  

THANK YOU!  

 

  

COMING UP: 
  
  
  

Next GEMS meeting 

Wed, 7pm,  13 June 

at the Family Room 

  
  

 

  

KEEP UP TO DATE & 

IN TOUCH WITH GEMS! 
  

 
Facebook Page  

https://www.facebook.com/ IPECS.GEMS/ 
 

Mail Chimp Mailing List 
Click here to subscribe 

Gmail Address ipecs.gems@gmail.com  

http://www.volunteersignup.org/F83TK
https://www.facebook.com/%20IPECS.GEMS/
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45805d3afb75ffef5775c57d6&id=20d959e9a2&e=61d8d9e7be
mailto:ipecs.gems@gmail.com
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From Year 1 & 2 

In Year 1/2, we have been doing lots of great learning. 

In Maths we have looked at Fractions, Time, Location 

and Chance and Data. In Inquiry our big question is 

‘How do living things survive in changing 

environments?’ .  We know the characteristics of living 

things, what they need to survive and we are 

currently exploring different environments. The 

children have been exploring these topics through 

research using books, iPads, and Chromebooks as well 

as hands on activities. We have been learning about 

descriptive language and how to include this to make 

our writing more interesting to the reader. 

Some ways we have done this are by 

adding adjectives to simple sentences and 

using patterned writing (using a sentence 

from a book and changing the who, what, 

when, where or why) to create interest. 

We have been enjoying Soccer on Fridays 

and had fun participating in National 

Reconciliation Week activities. 

Kathryn, Sam and Libby 

Diamonds  

 

Last term, the Diamonds educators began looking for more opportunities 

for children to connect with one another across the whole school. To 

encourage more of these interactions and time to connect, we planned an 

ongoing Lunchtime Club, where Diamonds have the opportunity to engage 

in experiences with older children during the school lunchtimes on Fridays. 

This term, the Diamonds children have enjoyed engaging in cooking and 

art experiences with older children, particularly their siblings! One of the 

favourite cooking experiences has been the fruit smiley face biscuits! 

Throughout the term, the Diamonds children have become increasingly 

confident during these experiences, and have engaged in some wonderful 

discussions and group learning. 

We have had lots of feedback from children about the experiences they 

would like to do, and have planned more cooking experiences for future 

Lunchtime Clubs. 

 

Lauren, Laura and Tegan 
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Cross Country  

On Monday 21 May 2018, IPECS held its Cross Country on the school 
grounds. The students ran a set course in year level groups 
throughout the morning. The excitement was high on the morning 
with all children demonstrating commitment to complete the 
course. Well done to all the children and a big thank you to the 
community for showing support on the day. Congratulations to our 
IPECS Year 2 Students who went on to represent our school at the 
Tuggeranong Zone Cross Country Carnival on 29 May 2018 at 
Stromlo Park.  We were represented by the top three placed 
children in the year 2 girls and year 2 boys races. 
 
Below are the place getters from each year level: 

Year 2 Boys: 1st Nathan B, 2nd Ali , 3rd Michael, 4th Harry  

Year 2 Girls: 1st Poppy 2nd Evie , 3rd Lilly , 4th Anastasia  

Year 1 Boys: 1st Max , 2nd Ben , 3rd Nivin , 4th Mitchell  

Year 1 Girls: 1st Emily , 2nd Renee , 3rd Scarlett , 4th Elizabeth  

Kindergarten Boys:  1st Jack , 2nd Luis , 3rd Louis , 4th Xavier  

Kindergarten Girls:  1st Emma , 2nd Michelle  , 3rd Khya , 4th Elianna  

Preschool/Diamonds Boys:  1st Taylor , 2nd Nathaniel , 3rd Declan , 4th 

Zachary  

Preschool/Diamonds Girls:  1st Kaya , 2nd Evelyn 3rd Abby , 4th Jade  

 

Well done on a fantastic community event, a big thank you to all our 

helpers on the day.  A great effort from all IPECS students.  

Mel  

PRIDE Bear 

During National Reconciliation Week, PRIDE 
Bear was on a mission to find the class that 
demonstrated ‘Diversity. PRIDE Bear was so 
impressed with the richness of the 
conversations and the learning evident in 
the Rubies class.  PRIDE Bear believed that 
the children were making a real 
commitment to developing their 
understanding of Australia’s history and 
cultures.  He has decided to spend the next 
couple of weeks in the Rubies class. 

He also wants to thank the Emeralds for 
looking after him so well and teaching him 
all they know about integrity. 

Thank you to the Mott family for their generous donation of a new television for 

the reception area.  We are so grateful to have received this donation as it allows 

us to once again showcase to families and visitors the great learning that our 

children  engage in every day. 
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GEMS of the Week– WSG 05/06 

Lucas, Samuel, Max, Benjamin, Erum, Harper, Michelle, 

Maddie, Jasper, Lilly, Harry and Marcus. 

GEMS of the Week—WSG 17/05 

Henry, Niamh, Delilah, Allexie, Tash, Poppy, Harrison, 

Piper, Toby, Oliver and Audrey. 

Royal Life Saving ACT will be hosting Cold Water Awareness Week from June 4th to June 8th, 2018. This year, we will be 

creating awareness of the dangers associated with cold water found in waterways throughout Canberra. 

We invite you to take a few minutes this week to watch a short educational video in your classrooms about water safety 

in the colder months  

The Cold Facts – Water Safety for Schools Link   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LoXBx49JXo 

The importance of this issue has become more evident in recent studies that show we are five times more likely to 

drown if we have an accidental fall into cold water than if we were to accidentally enter water above 15 degrees. Can-

berra’s waterways certainly classify as ‘cold water’ during the winter months with temperatures reaching as low as 8 

degrees. It is vital that we educate our children of the very real dangers associated with these environments even during 

colder months.  

Facts about cold water dangers 

        Immersion in cold water is immediately life-threatening for anyone not wearing a lifejacket.  

 When cold water cools your muscles and nerves you become progressively weaker, your hands become numb 

and useless and your arms and legs stop working. Your brain activity also slows down and you are unable to 

make good choices. 

 Hypothermia, the condition of having an abnormally, and typically dangerously, low body temperature sets in. 

This means your survival instincts are affected, you are unable to self-rescue, and unable to cooperate with other peo-
ple who try to help you. You become unable to swim effectively, unable to position your back to the waves, and the risk 
of drowning is greatly increased. 
 
We hope you’ll find value in this short educational video. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LoXBx49JXo
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Principal’s Afternoon TeaPrincipal’s Afternoon TeaPrincipal’s Afternoon Tea   

Congratulations to these students for being selected to have Congratulations to these students for being selected to have Congratulations to these students for being selected to have 

afternoon tea with Kate.afternoon tea with Kate.afternoon tea with Kate.   

Tuesday 3 April 

Garnets-Sarah-Collaboration 

Ambers-Ella-Commitment 

Jaspers-Sienna-Communication 

Quartz-Xavier-Craftsmanship 

Sapphires-Isaac-Craftsmanship 

Emeralds-Maddock-Commitment 

Rubies-Taylor-Communication 

Amethysts-Evelyn-Curiosity    

29 May 2018  

Garnets-Ewan-Curiosity 

Ambers-Zoe-Commitment 

Jaspers-Moksh-Curiosity 

Quartz-Emily-Collaboration 

Sapphires-Jasper-Creativity 

Emeralds-Josh-Commitment 

Rubies-Jacqueline-Communication 

Amethysts-Eva-Curiosity  
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Fun at  

Backyard Ranger’s 

Today in the mud kitchen we had some 

I hid the yellow ducks in the grain 

pour. 

Sparkling playdough was 
squeezed, squashed and rolled 

Whilst the babies played on the mat their 

parents caught up with the latest. 

We had a wind indicator on the 

fence so we could see how 

strong the wind was. 

The children played in the 

leaves. Collecting, trans-

porting and jumping 
through the leaves. 

Learn Tae Kwon Do here at the school!   

Walsh Martial Arts conducts Tae Kwon Do lessons for children and 
parents each Thursday at 6.30 pm in the Isabella Plains Early  

Childhood School hall.  Fees are reasonable:  just $20 a week for a 
family.  Contact John O'Keefe on 0415 150 670 or come along for a look any 

Thursday evening. 
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Portrait photographer - specialising in baby photography, child photography, natural lighting family 

photography, in Canberra 

www.bellecanberra.com 

www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra 

Kelly Dawe 

Rodan + Fields - Independent Consultant  

0402 264 851 

kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au 

https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/  

https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/  

IPECS Families Business Directory 
If you would like to advertise your business, send your the details to 

trish.coughlan@ed.act.edu.au 

http://www.bellecanberra.com
http://www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra
mailto:kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au
https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/
https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/

