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Like and follow us for 

regular updates 

Facebook—Isabella 

Plains Early Childhood School 

Webpage- 

www.ipecs.act.edu.au 

Principal, Kate Woods.   

Deputy Principal,  Katie Brown.   

Business Manager, Trish 
Coughlan.  

Board Chair, Alison Yialeloglou.    

GEMS President, Michelle Ayers 

IPECS PRIDE 

Play 

Resilience 

Integrity 

Diversity 

Effort 

Mission Statement 

To engage and equip 

children as lifelong 

learners and empower 

families as  

partners in education and 

care. 

Here is the land, and here is 

the sky; 

You are my friends, and here 

am I. 

Thank you to the Ngunnawal 

people for looking after the 

land in which we play on. 

Save the Date 

Working bee, Sat 17 March 

Harmony Day, Wed 21 March 

Transition information session, Wed 21 March 

GEMS meeting, Wed 21 March 

Reminders in the newsletter; 

Voluntary Contributions & Book 
pack, ICT contributions. 

R.S.V.P. needed for;  

Working bee 

Year 2 transition information night. 

Wk 7 Monday 19/03 

Aqua safe—Yr2 

Tuesday 20/03 

K-2 first aid class 

Wednesday 21/03 

Breakfast Club 

Harmony Day 

K-2 first aid class 

Yr 2 Transition 

Information 5.30pm 

GEMS meeting 

Thursday 22/03 

Whole school gathering 

Hosted by Penny & the 

Jaspers 

Friday 23/03 

Backyard rangers 

K-2 gymnastics 

Wk 8 Monday 26/03 Tuesday 27/03 Wednesday 28/03 

Breakfast Club 

Thursday 29/03 Friday 30/03 

Good Friday Public 

Holiday 

 

Wk 9 Monday 02/04 

Easter Monday 

Public Holiday 

Tuesday 03/04 Wednesday 04/04 

Breakfast Club 

Thursday 05/04 

School song launch 

Friday 06/04 

Backyard rangers 

K-2 gymnastics 

Christian Education-

selected students only 

IPECS  

INFORMER 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBypr6g87KAhUmnqYKHaYACp4QjRwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebookbrand.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHUUVJ4wKmNHEkH8nXqoaXirBWqTA&ust=1454122869903074
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From our Principal 

This year we are working hard on embedding the new mission, vision 
and values across the school and throughout the wider community. 
Several events have already taken place and rituals  have begun at   
order to progress this work with more to come: 

Children have been taught explicitly what PRIDE means and what the 
individual letters in the acronym of ‘PRIDE’ stand for. The children have 
developed an understanding of what this looks like in practice and this 
can be seen in all classroom spaces through displays, through the 
floorbook, in children’s seesaw journals and in interactions with others 
in their learning. 

PRIDE Bear spent his first week out in classrooms with Jaspers after they 
demonstrated amazing knowledge on the skills and dispositions that are 
required for successful play. Jaspers had a great time with PRIDE Bear and 
documented their learning about the value of Play and what it means to 
them. Next week he will go home with another class. 

School signage has been designed to reflect our new mission statement, 
vision and values that will be placed around the school in the coming weeks. 
This consistent signage across the school will ensure that our families and 
children have no doubt about what we set out to achieve each day and what 
we value most about learning and wellbeing. It will also ensure that parents 
are aware of the language that we are using at school and empower them to 
use it in the home to recognise the development of these skills in their 
children.  

We are in the process of developing a school song that is based on our vision 
and our values and pays tribute to our local environment and context. Mr Tim, 
a performing arts specialist in music, dance and drama came in to inspire our 
year 1/2 children to create the lyrics and melody for our new school song. We 
look forward to unveiling it to the community on 5 April in a special whole 
school gathering. Mr Tim will come back to lead the performance.  

We know that this clarity of mission, vision and values will contribute to a more cohesive and connected school 
community and work towards realising the mission that I set out to achieve when I was appointed to the school in 2015 – 
to become a connected community of common purpose.   

Transparency of action, curriculum implementation and teacher practice are also part of being a connected community of 
common purpose. When we are clear on what we stand for, the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of the way that we do things (shared 
beliefs), we are able to take collective accountability for every child’s growth and development and support one another 
to develop into the best practitioners that we can be. To support our school improvement goals, we have developed a 
series of ‘Look fors’ for when we have visiting staff, principals and Education Directorate Executive staff on learning walks 
through our school. These ‘Look fors’ include print rich learning environments in order to empower students to be active 
learners, high levels of engagement across the school B-8 and consistent use of learning intentions and success criteria to 
enable children to know what they are learning, why they are learning about it and what they need to do to be successful. 
We encourage families to talk to their children about what they are learning at school, why they are learning it and what 
they have to do to be successful. Most importantly, regularly engage your children in discussion about their collaboratively 
developed goals for reading, writing and numeracy. Continued focus on these goals at both home and school will ensure 
that they are achieved and enable the children to move to the next steps of their learning journey.  

Thank you to the parents who attended our reading information sessions, we were pleasantly surprised with the 
attendance at both sessions. We will soon be sending home in reader bags our Reading at IPECS document for families 
along with some hints and tips to assist your child with their reading development in the home while nurturing a love of 
reading. We encourage children to read to/with their families for at least 20 minutes every day.  A numeracy workshop 
will be offered in term 2 to support families to develop the numeracy strategies required by your child to progress their 
foundational maths skills and mental computation ability.  

I hope you all enjoyed the long weekend and are back into the swing of things for the second half of the term! 

Kate 
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Library News 

Children are enjoying our ‘new’ library— I had fun at the beginning of term 
rearranging the space and it has been working very well! 

We have been learning the routines of borrowing and returning books, with all 
children practicing putting books back on the shelves correctly, and some Year 
one and two children eager to have a go at scanning the books themselves.  

For the rest of this term we are looking at a range of Mem Fox books that link in 
with the theme of ‘Families.’  

On an administrative note, there are many books that are overdue from 2017. If you 
have received an overdue notice, please make every effort to find the book, or notify 
me that it has been lost so that it can be removed from the system.  

Thank you to those who attended the reading information session last Tuesday. It was 
well attended with many families asking great questions regarding home reading. 
During the session we discussed reading strategies we use at IPECS and how families can support reading at home.  

Efficient readers use a range of strategies to help them both read the words and understand the text/story. Our aim is 
for children to be able to use a range of strategies to help them to read.  If you missed the session you can follow this  
link (IPECS reading strategies ) to the terminology and list of strategies we use at IPECS , as identified in First Steps 
Reading Second Edition (2004, Harcourt Education).  We encourage you to use these  reading strategies to help support 
your child when reading, to help nurture a love of reading with your child and support their reading growth and 
development. 

Wendy 

Book Club Issue 2  
closes 23 March 

All orders and payments must be done online 
using the Scholastic LOOP; https://
mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/
Login.aspx  

https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/149604018848590718/
http://www.ipecs.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/373947/Reading_Strategies_at_IPECS_family_document.pdf
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
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GEMS PARENT ASSOCIATION UPDATE 

Next Meeting: 

Wednesday 21 February 

Time: 7pm - 8:30pm 

Place: Family room at IPECS 

Families welcome including children. 

 

GEMS Committee Roles: 

There are several positions and they will all be open for nominations 

 President 

 Vice-President 

 Treasurer 

 Secretary 

 Delegates to ACT P&C 

 Returning Officer 
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After School Care 

We are half way through term and the After 

School Care children are really enjoying 

their time in the program. The children have 

settled into the environment and all support 

and care for one another.  Lately we have 

been focusing on creating animals and 

objects made from recyclable and craft 

materials. The children were able to bring 

their creations to life with pom poms, 

feathers, paint, egg cartons and milk 

bottles. This experience encouraged 

children to use their imagination and it gave 

them the freedom to explore new ideas and 

enhance their creativity. This experience 

also was a great chance for children to work 

together, share ideas and support and 

encourage each other.   

We look forward to the rest of the term to 

see what other fabulous creations we can 

make and how we can extend on these 

experiences.  

Clare, Rachel, Chloe, Maddie, Iona. 
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University of Canberra Students 
 
This term we have commenced a host school relationship with the University of Canberra. Each week we are hosting a 
group of 18 preservice students who are undertaking the Inclusion and Diversity early childhood subject. As part of this 
unit the preservice teachers will be undertaking an observation prac in babies through to preschool spaces (2-3 students 
in each space). The group will be in the school from 8:30 – 11:30 on the dates listed below.  
 
Visit 1 – 8th March 
Visit 2 – 15th March 
Visit 3 – 22nd March 
Visit 4 – 29th March 
No visit on the 5th of April (university class free week) 
Visit 5 – 12th April 
Visit 6 -  19th April (school holidays so only Comms@work) 
Visit 7 – 26th April (school holidays so only Comms@work) 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity for the preservice teachers and we look forward to working with them. 

Voluntary contributions and book pack payments 

The 2018 voluntary contributions and book pack payments are now due.  If you are unable to meet the cost of the 
book pack, please talk to a member of the executive team. We are provided with an amount of money annually to 
assist families to meet the costs of educational expenses where needed. This can include things such as book packs, 
uniforms, excursions etc.  Alternatively, a letter can be confidentially provided to the Business Manager requesting 
financial support. 

Book Pack 

The contribution for the 2018 school year has been set at $60. This includes all resource items and allows for an ICT levy 
to support access to a variety of digital learning tools and resources, including Seesaw which is the digital learning 
portfolio used by all children. 

Voluntary Contributions 

For 2018 the School Board has suggested voluntary contributions of $65 per student, or $95 per family where more 
than one child attends.  This amount is a suggestion not a set amount.  You may wish to contribute this amount, 
more or less. You may not wish to contribute anything at all. 

School Library Fund 

The school also has an Isabella Plains Early Childhood School Library fund. Funds in this account can only be used for 
purchasing resources for the library and donations are tax deductible.  

Please note contributions to the Library fund must be separate to any other payment to be tax deductible. 

o 
   Direct Deposit (preferred method)                 

    BSB: 032 777    

    Account No: 001439  

    Transfer Description: Child’s name 

o 
EFTPOS (at Reception) 

 

o 
Quick web 

http://www.ipecs.act.edu.au/payment 
code: BOOKS18 (for book pack payments_ 
code: VOLCON18 ( for voluntary contributions) 
code: LIBRARY18 (for library trust fund payment) 

http://www.ipecs.act.edu.au/payment
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7xdngpOrZAhXMjpQKHapJAYcQjRwIBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberra.edu.au%2F&psig=AOvVaw0P8rX55Vc9rG_jEbpLY8QI&ust=1521064432360395
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Isabella Plains Early Childhood School 

Birthday Guidelines  

 

GUIDELINE TITLE:   IPECS Birthday Guidelines 

YEAR OF PUBLICATION:  March 2018 

REVIEW DATE:   March 2020  

 

In many cultures, the anniversary of the day that someone was born is a time for celebration with family and friends.  At 

IPECS we respect and acknowledge the traditions for each individual child and celebrate accordingly.  During the Getting to 

Know You Interview, parents are invited to share family culture, transitions and celebrations. This information equips 

educators with the knowledge they require to celebrate your child’s birthday appropriately with respect to each 

individual’s family cultures and traditions. These guidelines have been developed to ensure that birthdays are celebrated 

in an appropriate manner with respect to individual children’s home traditions, educators time, all children’s dietary 

requirements and prioritising teaching and learning time.  

Each class acknowledges birthdays in different ways which may include: 

 Birthday hats & crowns 

 Group singing 

 Card making 

 Gem of the day 

 Cooking together 

 Planning an event 

Provision of birthday treats from home 

Families often like to provide birthday treats to be shared with the class.  The time to distribute the birthday treat is at the 

teacher’s discretion.  Educators are happy to facilitate this and generally will do this prior to a break or at the end of the 

school 

 If providing birthday treats, please keep the following in mind: 

 Please ensure that you liaise with the teacher at least two days prior to providing birthday treats to allow educators 
time to review dietary requirements of the children in the class. Children have diverse dietary requirements 

 Birthday treats are to arrive at school in single portion serves as educators do not have ready access to knives for 
cutting and plates and serviettes for serving. For health and safety reasons we cannot use candles. 

 We are a Fresh Tastes school and promote healthy food options at all times.  

 No party items (eg piñatas, lolly bags, other party food & drink) are to be bought to school.  These should be 

reserved for the home or family celebration.    
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Signing students in and out of school — procedure change  

All ACT Public Schools are now using a new administrative online system which has incorporated the process of signing 

any student in or out of the school during school hours. ALL students need to be signed in if a late arrival and signed out if 

leaving early by an office staff member using this system. Thank you for your support and cooperation during this 

transition and ongoing process. 
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Parking Safely and Legally at Schools 

The ACT Government has produced a short video reminding families about parking 
legally around schools.  Please help keep out children safe and watch this short video. 

Second hand uniform shop 

We need a parent volunteer to man the second hand 

uniform shop once or twice a week.  It will be for 

about half an hour at a time and you will not need to 

collect any money.  Please contact reception if you 

can help. 

Lost Property 

Please ensure you label ALL  your child’s belongings.  
There are lost property baskets located in each of the 
classroom buildings as well as preschool and the hall.  
Please check them regularly as they will be emptied at 
the end of every term.  Any items of clothing without 
names will be donated to the second hand uniform 

Children’s Lunches 

Please remember to  put cutlery in 
your child’s lunch if they will need it to 
eat.  Please also label everything,  
there are containers without names in 
the lost property baskets  located in the classrooms. 

Please also remember that we are unable to heat up 
children’s food, so please pack it in appropriate 
containers. 

Nuts in School 

We have children at IPECS with severe 

nut allergies and exposure to nuts can 

cause an anaphylactic reaction.  Please 

do not pack nuts or items containing nuts in your 

child’s lunch.  This includes nut butters, marzipan 

(almond), praline, satay sauces and chocolate spreads 

made from nuts, e.g. Nutella 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
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Are you the parent/carer of a child with a developmental delay or disability 
commencing preschool in 2019? 

 

Children who are four by April 30 2019 are eligible to attend an ACT Education Directorate preschool in 2019. 

 

Disability Education and the Support at Preschool program are holding an information session for parents/
carers of children with developmental delay or disability who are eligible for preschool in 2019. 

 

Where: Hedley Beare, Centre for Teaching and Learning 

Fremantle Drive, Stirling 

When: Tuesday 27 March 

 11.30am – 1pm 

The session will focus on: 

The enrolment process 

Preschool program options 

Supporting preschool children with developmental delay and disability in  ACT Education Directorate  
public schools 

 

To RSVP or find out more information please contact: 

Elizabeth Lea, Disability Education, Support at Preschool Program, 

 on 0434 668 694 or email SupportatPreschool@ed.act.edu.au 

mailto:SupportatPreschool@ed.act.edu.au
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Portrait photographer - specialising in baby photography, child photography, natural lighting family photog-
raphy, in Canberra 

www.bellecanberra.com 
www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra 

Kelly Dawe 

Rodan + Fields - Independent Consultant  

0402 264 851 

kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au 

https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/  

https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/  

IPECS Families Business Directory 

If you would like to advertise your business, send your the details to 

http://www.bellecanberra.com
http://www.facebook.com/BellePhotographyCanberra
mailto:kelly@cmkmakeup.com.au
https://kdawe.myrandf.com/au/
https://kdawe.myrandf.biz/au/

